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Kacee Lathrop presented a PowerPoint on why we host local work groups, who our partners are and 
how the process continues once resource concerns are identified. Snapshots of EQIP 2014, EQIP 2015, 
and EQIP 2016 were presented as well as what NRCS is currently working on.  
 
Partner updates were given from ODFW, Extension, ODF, OWRD, Wheat League, SWCD and ARS. ODFW 
is still working on enhancing mule deer habitat, SAFE program, and removing woven wire fence to 
increase wildlife passage. Extension is working on dryland wheat variety trials and alternative chemical 
solutions for Russian thistle. ODF is closing out grant work in Potamus area. ARS is interested in looking 
into water storage techniques for dryland wheat, supporting no-till and working with Russian thistle 
issues. OWRD currently has a few feasibility grants, working in Gilliam County on projects. Wheat League 
is lobbying in Salem and needs farmers to come share their story.  
 
Resource Concerns on Cropland  
CRP Conversion  

Options for CRP that does not get re-enrolled may include grazing, farming, SAFE. Producers 
would need infrastructure to graze and a plan to put it back in production. Some producers were 
interested in inter-seeding with more beneficial grass/legume species. Others spoke to the idea 
of raising organic wheat on expiring CRP ground and the challenges that would come with that. 
*Not an urgent need right now as most still have CRP contracts for the next couple years. Will be 
a topic of concern with them when and if they do not get their acres back into CRP.  

 
Cover Crop and Soil Health 

Producers suggested incorporating cover crop and grazing in irrigated ground. Some would like 
to see a 3 year rotation with an alternative crop. Working with new technologies and equipment 
was an interest to most (stripper headers, weed- it) Protein monitoring and segregation was 
mentioned. Along with variable rate. Converting from NH3 to liquid sol 32 was brought up.  
*High interest in new technologies that can tie back to resource concerns and soil health. Over 
all most producers do not feel cover crops on dryland wheat in this area is a viable option right 
now. Protein segregation was too cumbersome for most but others were interested and are 
going to try it.  

 
Russian Thistle Resistance and Direct Seeding Preservation 

Many producers present are direct seed growers who are now facing the challenge of dealing 
with populations of Russian thistle that are resistant to Glyphosate.  This glyphosate resistance 
is leading many growers back to tillage due to excessive chemical costs and/or lack of adequate 
control that will not affect yields.  Growers suggested a post-harvest incentive to try to help 
control the thistles that currently are allowed to grow and develop following harvest and then 
break off, tumble and spread seed onto neighboring fields over winter. 
*Producers feel this topic is important.  Losing direct seeding and the benefits that have been 
gain from it will be rapid if a solution is not found.  Soil erosion and water quality will be directly 
impacted. 

 



Field and Access Road Erosion Control 
It was brought up that the county should have to treat the entire right away instead of just the 
bar ditch.  
*Overall, producers were not to responsive on this being a major resource concern that they 
face 

 
Irrigation Efficiency 

West Extension irrigation district is interested in water conservation on specific laterals. They 
are requiring changes and are seeking assistance. Energy savings and winter storage were also 
brought up. Specifically, systems that reduce drop spacing, increase sprinklers and place them 
closer together and into the crop canopy to reduce water loss and increase efficiency (LEPA and 
LESA) 
*Interest in irrigation efficiency is always high priority.  

 
Resource concerns on Rangeland 
Invasive Species 

Biological controls for invasive weeds was discussed as was soil amendments for invasive 
grasses.  
*Invasives on rangeland is always a concern by most 

 
Juniper Invasion 

Removal of juniper on rangeland and forest ground. Fire was also mentioned to clean up all the 
seedlings that come in after a juniper treatment. It was expressed that landowners would be 
feel more comfortable with burning if they had assistance and support of adjacent agency 
people. 
* Producers feel topic is important however juniper on rangeland only applied to a few present.  
The target area for this resource concern is very site specific and mainly in the southern portion 
of the county.  

 
Resource concerns on Forest 
Forest Health 

The use of fire was brought up again. Producers are interested but seek involvement with 
agencies. Using thinning as a tool to keep forest ground healthy and productive was also 
mentioned. Disease problems such as mistletoe are beginning to be more of a problem.  

 * Those with forest ground were interested in using management tool to keep forest healthy.  
 
Resource concern on Farmstead/Associated Ag Lands 
Manure management 
 Specifically feedlot manure management. Decreasing risk of run off to streams or water bodies.  


